The Greek Alphabet

Name of | Capital | Small English | Pronunciation

the letter | letters | letters | equivalent

Alpha A o a When long like a in “father,”
when short like a in “cat.”

Beta B p b Like English b.

Gamma r Y g Always hard like g in “get.”

Delta A 0 d Like English d.

Epsilon E 3 e Like e in “met.”

Zeta Z g z Like English z or ds.

Eta H " é Like a in “fate.”

Theta S 0 th Like th in “thin.”

lota I L i When long like ee in “queen,”
when short like iin “hit.”

Kappa K K k Like English k.

Lambda A A I Like English /.

Mu M u m Like English m.

Nu N v n Like English n.

Xi E S X Like English x.

Omicron 0 0 0 Like 0 in “not.”

Pi I1 T p Like English p.

Rho P P r Like English r.

Sigma 2 o, G S Like English s.

Tau T T t Like English t.

Upsilon Y v u Like French uin “du.”

Phi o ¢ ph Like English ph.

Chi X X ch Like ch in “chaos,” or in Scotch
“loch.”

Psi v Y ps Like ps in “lips.”

Omega Q Q) 0 Like o in “tone.”

Notes

* The letter y is sounded like n before the letters vy, k, x, and §
* ¢ (final sigma) is used only when sigma is the last letter of the word
* When a Greek word is transliterated into English, v always becomes y
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